
 
 

 

 
Thomas Eller Memorial 

Airport Management Scholarship 
 

 

WAMA awards annual scholarships to candidates who are pursuing 
careers in airport management or a related aviation field. The student 
must have a proven record of academic achievement, a strong potential 
to succeed in the future, and a demonstrated financial need. The 
applicant must also demonstrate potential and show progress toward 
becoming an aviation professional.  Applicants must be a Washington 
state resident and be enrolled, or accepted for enrollment, in an 
accredited aviation-related undergraduate program in Washington state 
for the period covered by the scholarship. 
 
The Thomas Eller Memorial Scholarship program is in memory of 
Tom’s professional service as the Airport Manager of Omak Municipal 
Airport from 1982-1993, his membership and service in WAMA, and 
the friendship he readily shared with his colleagues. Please see Tom’s 
full biography on the next page. 
 

Funding level: Two students at $1,000/year each 
 

Full details and the application form can be found at 
http://www.wama.us/scholarships 
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                         Thomas Eller Biography 
 

 
 
 

 
Tom Eller was born on January 16, 1932 and grew up in Twisp, Washington with his younger 
brother, Bob. Tom joined the military and served during the end of the Korean War. Upon 
returning to Washington state, he settled in Omak and found work. After several years at the 
local lumber mill, Tom joined the City of Omak in June 1982 as the Airport Manager of Omak 
Municipal Airport. He was an active WAMA member and served on WAMA’s Board of 
Directors 1990-1993. 
 

Tom’s vision and impact on Washington state aviation greatly exceeded those few simple lines 
on his professional resume. As manager of the Omak Airport, Tom devoted energy and 
enthusiasm to both his and other small airports. He did so via his active membership in WAMA, 
including his three years as a board member. 
 

On March 2, 1993 Bill Conley, WAMA President, presented a letter to Tom outlining the 
scholarship in his name "as a recognition of your many years of dedication and contribution to 
our industry. Much to your credit, the Omak Municipal Airport is an outstanding example of the 
many non-commercial airports that so well serve business and commerce in the non-metropolitan 
regions of Washington state through general aviation." 
 

Accompanying Bill Conley and on hand for the presentation were Tom’s wife Linda, his parents 
Howard and Mildred Eller, his brother and sister-in-law Bob and Jan Eller, Arnie Clark – 
Wenatchee Airport Manager, Mac McIver – WSDOT Aeronautics Program Manager, Omak 
Mayor Walt Smith, councilmen Waldo Gover and Clinton Watts, city attorney Mick Howe, and 
Reinhart Jung of Reid Middleton, an engineering firm. 
 

Tom passed away after a brief illness on March 26, 1993. He is interred at Okanogan Valley 
Memorial Gardens in Omak, WA. 
 

With his family in attendance, the first $1,000 scholarship in Tom Eller's name was presented at 
WAMA’s Fall 1993 Conference in Leavenworth, in Bill Conley’s words, “…as a symbol of his 
love of aviation and our Association.” 
 
 

 


